
 

THE ASTROLOGICAL LEGACY OF SIR DAWDA 

KAIRABA JAWARA 

Introduction 

The history of The Gambia cannot be told without acknowledging the life and 

legacy of Sir Dawda Kairaba Jawara (born May 16, 1924, 9:30 AM, Ballajaly, The 

Gambia). As the country’s first prime minister and later its first president, Jawara 

guided the nation from colonial dependence into independence and steered it 

through three decades of peaceful rule. In an era when many African states were 

wracked by coups, civil wars, and authoritarian leaders, Jawara’s  Gambia stood 

out as a relative beacon of stability and moderation. 

Astrologically, his chart reveals the inner qualities that shaped his leadership style: resilience, patience, 

diplomacy, and a magnetic charisma rooted in profound emotional depth. With Cancer rising and the 

powerful conjunction of Pluto and Venus in the first house, his life carried both the blessings and 

burdens of Pluto’s transformative power and Venus’s charm. The chart’s aspects  including a tense T-

square and intricate wedge and trapezium patterns  reveal the struggles he faced in balancing personal 

vulnerabilities with his role as a national leader. This essay explores Jawara’s life and legacy through the 

lens of astrology, showing how the heavens mirrored his journey from rural beginnings to becoming one 

of Africa’s most iconic statesman. 

Cancer Ascendant: The Nurturer and Protector 

Jawara was born with a Cancer Ascendant, immediately marking him as a man whose life purpose 

revolved around care, protection, and emotional connection. Cancer rising individuals are often deeply 

tied to family, community, and nation, carrying an instinct to nurture and defend those they serve. For 

Jawara, this manifested in his lifelong commitment to peaceful governance and national unity. His 

Cancer Ascendant also gave him an aura of approachability and humility. Unlike some of his 

contemporaries who embraced flamboyant displays of power, Jawara projected a calm and fatherly 

demeanor. Cancer rising leaders often win loyalty not through intimidation but through empathy, 

emotional intelligence, and patience qualities for which he became widely respected in The Gambia 

and abroad. 

Pluto and Venus in the First House: Magnetism and Transformation 

The most striking feature of Jawara’s chart is the conjunction of Pluto and Venus in Cancer, in the first 

house. This placement reveals a life marked by magnetic presence, transformative challenges, and 

profound resilience. 



Pluto in the First House is one of the most powerful natal signatures. It often produces individuals who 

undergo repeated transformations, rising from setbacks with renewed strength. Like the snake that 

sheds its skin, those with Pluto here are able to reinvent themselves, often appearing almost reborn at 

different stages of their lives. This was true for Jawara, who survived political challenges, betrayals, and 

ultimately a military coup, yet managed to retain his dignity and influence even in exile. 

The Venus–Pluto conjunction adds complexity. Venus in the first house brings charm, diplomacy, and 

social grace, while Pluto adds intensity and depth. Together, they create a magnetic personality that can 

inspire devotion but also arouse strong feelings both admiration and envy. Jawara’s calm yet 

commanding presence stemmed from this aspect. But at the root of Pluto–Venus lies deep fears of 

rejection and betrayal. His eventual overthrow by Yahya Jammeh a betrayal by his own bodyguard — 

mirrored this archetypal theme. 

This conjunction also connects by aspect to other planets, forming a web of tension and growth: 

 Sextile Mercury: giving him persuasive speech, intellectual agility, and diplomatic skill. 

 Square Chiron: revealing wounds tied to trust, loyalty, and personal betrayal. 

 Quincunx Mars: indicating struggles with balancing diplomacy and assertiveness, often 

preferring peace even when others pushed for confrontation. 

These aspects show that Jawara’s charisma and leadership came at a personal cost, requiring constant 

negotiation between his ideals and the harsh realities of politics. 

The T-Square: Neptune, Mars, and Mercury 

Another important configuration in Jawara’s chart is a T-square involving Neptune, Mars, and Mercury. 

T-squares are dynamic aspects that generate tension and drive. For Jawara, this particular pattern 

reveals his lifelong struggle to balance idealism (Neptune), action (Mars), and communication 

(Mercury). 

 Neptune’s influence made him an idealist who believed in the power of peace, diplomacy, and 

collective progress. 

 Mars injected energy but also created friction, suggesting moments when his peaceful approach 

clashed with more aggressive forces around him. 

 Mercury, under stress, shows the challenge of expressing himself clearly under pressure, 

especially when facing deceit or manipulation from rivals. 

This T-square pushed Jawara to grow, forcing him to constantly mediate between action and restraint. It 

also reflects the tension between his peaceful governance and the military aggression that eventually 

unseated him. 

The Wedge and Trapezium Patterns: Stability Through Complexity 



Jawara’s chart also features a wedge pattern involving Pluto (quincunx Mars, sextile Mercury) and two 

trapezium configurations. These rare geometrical patterns in astrology point to a complex personality 

shaped by multiple competing forces but capable of finding balance. The wedge indicates that his Pluto–

Venus magnetism and Mercury’s intellect served as stabilizers when faced with Mars’s aggression. In 

practice, this meant that Jawara relied on his diplomatic charm and persuasive abilities to neutralize 

threats and maintain balance, rather than meeting force with force. The trapeziums  with their 

interlocking aspects  symbolize multi-dimensional intelligence. They often appear in charts of 

individuals who can hold opposing ideas together, weaving harmony out of tension. Jawara’s style of 

leadership, which emphasized negotiation, tolerance, and compromise, is a direct reflection of these 

patterns. 

Pluto, Reinvention, and Political Survival 

Pluto’s symbolism of death, rebirth, and transformation permeated Jawara’s political career. 

Throughout his 30 years in office, he faced challenges that might have ended another leader’s rule, yet 

he continually returned with renewed vigor. He survived assassination attempts, economic crises, and 

persistent opposition movements. Even when ousted in 1994, he did not vanish into obscurity. Instead, 

Jawara reinvented himself as a respected elder statesman, eventually returning to The Gambia after 

years in exile. This ability to endure and transform was the essence of his Plutonian power. 

Venus, Diplomacy, and Peaceful Leadership 

While Pluto gave Jawara resilience, it was Venus that shaped his legacy of peace. Venus in the first 

house, especially in Cancer, bestows a deep appreciation for harmony, cooperation, and cultural 

refinement. It made him a leader who sought conciliation over confrontation.  Jawara was not a leader 

of fiery speeches or authoritarian control; rather, he cultivated loyalty through kindness, diplomacy, 

and a genuine desire for unity. This was rare in a postcolonial Africa where many leaders clung to power 

through fear and force. His Venusian qualities allowed The Gambia to avoid the worst of the turmoil that 

engulfed neighboring countries. 

The Betrayal: Pluto–Venus and Chiron’s Wound 

Yet, the same Venus–Pluto conjunction that gave him magnetism also made him vulnerable to betrayal. 

Astrologically, the square to Chiron symbolizes a deep wound tied to trust and loyalty. Chiron 

represents the “wounded healer,” and for Jawara, this manifested in his experience of betrayal by those 

closest to him.  His overthrow in 1994 by Yahya Jammeh, his former bodyguard, is a direct expression of 

this archetype. The betrayal was not only political but personal, echoing the fear embedded in Venus–

Pluto aspects  that those one empowers or attracts may ultimately turn against them. 

Legacy in Light of the Stars 

From an astrological perspective, Sir Dawda Jawara’s legacy can be seen as the fulfillment of his 

Cancerian destiny: to nurture, protect, and guide his people. His chart’s challenges — the T-square,  the 

Chiron wound, and the Pluto–Mars tension — did not erase his achievements but rather shaped the way 



he governed: with patience, diplomacy, and an enduring faith in peace. Even in exile, Jawara embodied 

the Plutonian archetype of survival and rebirth, returning to his homeland with honour. His Venusian 

charm and Cancerian compassion left behind a model of leadership rare in Africa’s postcolonial history: 

a leader who ruled with peace of mind rather than fear. 

Conclusion 

Sir Dawda Kairaba Jawara’s chart reveals a man of extraordinary depth, resilience, and charisma. His 

Cancer Ascendant anchored his role as a national nurturer, while Pluto and Venus in the first house 

gave him the magnetism to inspire and the resilience to endure betrayal. The T-square, wedge, and 

trapezium patterns show the complexities of his political journey, where peace had to be maintained in 

the face of tension and conflict. Astrology reminds us that great leaders are not without wounds. 

Jawara’s greatest pain — betrayal by those close to him — mirrors his chart’s Pluto–Venus–Chiron 

configuration. Yet it was also his greatest triumph that, despite these wounds, he remained committed 

to peace, stability, and national unity.  

Sir Dawda Jawara stands as both an African statesman and a Plutonian figure: forever 

capable of transformation, a leader whose presence shaped Gambian history, and 

whose astrological chart reflects the paradoxes of power, resilience, and peace. 

 


